
  

 

Media 
Interviews 
& 
Publications 

April 16 NBC-2—Night time ULV spray trucks 
April 28 FGCU—Dengue story 

May 17 News Press—Mosquitoes 
May 23 Wink—Sterile male mosquitoes in Key West 

May 24 News Press—Beginning of mosquito season 

May 28 NBC-2—Beginning of mosquito season 
May 28 ABC-7—Beginning of mosquito season 

May 28 News Press—Mosquitoes without rain 
May 28 News Press—Aedes agypti and Aedes albopictus— homeowner responsibility 

June 1 Fox 4—Mosquitoes, why are they bad? 
June 2 Fox 4 Rising– Series of 2 minute talks on surveillance, ID,  

  larviciding, adulticiding, and how do we decide to treat 

June 6 Wink News—Mosquito season 
June 13 News Press—Bats and mosquitoes 

June 22 Islander Newspaper—Summer camp visits mosquito control 
June 25 NBC-2—Dog heartworm 

June 26 Cape Coral Breeze—Mosquitoes 

June 27 WGCU radio—call in show 
June 27 Wink TV, Fox 4, NBC-2 

June 29 NBC-2—Preparations for July 4 
June 30 News Press—Mosquitoes and July 4 

June 30 Boca Beacon—Surveillance and treatment of Boca Grande 

June 30 WINK News—Mosquitoes on State and Federal Lands 
June 30 ABC-7—I-phone app for repelling mosquitoes and real repellents 

July 13 Fox 4 
July 14 Pine Island Eagle—Why is this season worse than others? 

July 15 WLRN—Do budget cuts mean high mosquito populations? 
July 19 Fox 4—Mosquitoes in Buckingham 

July 21 News Press—West Nile Virus 

July 21 South Florida Sun-Sentinel—West Nile Virus 
July 22 Florida Weekly 

July 23 Naples Daily News—Mosquitoes 
July 25 Wink TV—A. albopictus and current levels of mosquitoes 

Aug. 1 Gator Country Radio—What attracts mosquitoes 

Aug. 3 AM 1579—General mosquito interview 
Aug. 22 News Press—General mosquito story 

Sept. 24 News Press—End of Summer Story 
Sept 28 NBC-2  - Overview of Season 

Nov. 1 News Press—Weather effects on different jobs 
Nov. 2 News Press, Wink TV, Fox 4, NBC-2, Fox Radio and EFE Spanish  Radio— 

 Mosquito Misery—extended season 

Nov. 2 Fox 4—Duplex use 
Nov. 7 Fox 4—Travel 

Nov. 8 NBC-2—Response to Local Delegation meeting 
 

The District’s public information program educates and informs the public about mosquito con-

trol and prevention methods.  The program strives to raise awareness of mosquitoes and of vec-
tor-borne diseases. This is done through Florida Gulf Coast University environmental classes, 

Lee County School Board Environmental Education, community events throughout Lee County 
such as Aviation Day at Page Field, Leadership tours of the District, Thomas Alva Edison Science 

Fair, and summer programs for camps, and printed and electronic information. 

 
The Department is responsible for distributing all District information. It produces the District 

updates to the media, a monthly District Newsletter and the annual report. Information is pro-
vided to the media and the public through press releases and the District websites 

www.lcmcd.org and www.mosquitoed.com.  
 

The Education and 

Communication  
Department strives 

to be an available  
resource for the 

general public and 

media.  
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Jan. 15 Natural Wonders of the Slough— 
  6 Mile Cypress Preserve  
Jan. 25 McGregor Baptist Tour 
Jan. 29 Edison, Day of Discovery 
Feb. 15 Southwest Florida Scientists 
Feb. 17 Environmental Days, Harns Marsh  
  Elementary 
Feb. 18 FGCU, Eco-Action Group 
March 8-10 HAM Operators 
March 17 Home School Students 
March 25 EPA Regulatory Tour 
March 26 STEMtastic (Science, Technology,  
  Engineering, Math) event 
March 30 Arbovirus Workshop—St. Augustine 
April 16 Big Brothers-Big Sisters—Page Field 
April 18 St. James Civic Association 
May 13 FGCU Interns 
May 25 Dept. of Health Interns 
May 28 River Hall Elementary Career Day 
June 13 Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management 
July 29 Sanibel/Captiva Rotary 
Aug. 3  Tice Fire and Rescue 
Aug. 19 Lee County 20/20—Smokehouse Bay 
Sept.  Lee County Health Department,  
  Environmental Health 
Sept. 16 Evangelical Christian School 
Oct. 12 Science Fair  
Oct. 14 Science Fair 
Oct. 14 Home School Students 
Oct. 16 J.N. Ding Darling Days 
Oct. 19 Leadership Lehigh Acres 
Oct. 21  River Hall Elementary 
Oct. 27 Leadership Cape Coral 
Oct. 29 Lovers Key State Park annual Great Outdoor 
  Adventure Day 
Nov. 5  Aviation Day 
Nov. 11 Leadership Lee County 
Nov. 15 Dutch Dakota Association 
Nov. 16 Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program 
Nov. 21 IFAS, Agriculture Council 
Dec. 21 River Hall Elementary 

Tours &  
Presentations 

Sanibel Summer Camp 

The Education and Communication Department provided 36 tours  

and or presentations for the District with many smaller tours for visitors 
not listed. Tours and presentations are a means to effectively communi-

cate the overall program of  the District. 
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The central life line for the District is communications.  All calls are answered by a 
live person. If a service request comes in outside of regular working hours , an an-
swering service will take the request. When residents call to report a mosquito prob-
lem, the receptionist logs the caller’s name, phone number and address. Once the 
call is logged, the request will be sent to an inspector to evaluate the severity of the 
problem.  

Service requests for 2011 were higher than average at 10,254 calls. Since 1986, the 
average number of service requests per year is 5,792. The last time the District took 
over 10,000 service requests in a year was 1997. There were a couple days where 
the office staff took a call a minute for over 8 hours.  

 

 
 

Service  
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The area with the highest number of service requests was South West Cape Coral with 
1026 calls followed by Iona with 992 and St. James City with 602. There was not a sin-
gle region that did not have at least one service request logged during 2011. 
 
In addition to phone calls, the District  has a website: www.lcmcd.org where service 
requests can be logged 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
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Mission Statement 

 
To enhance the scientific and environmental literacy of the younger citizens of Lee County to aug-
ment their lifetime understanding of the science related to mosquito control. 

 
The Lee County Mosquito Control District takes great pride in an educational program designed to 

teach our school age children about mosquitoes and the role that mosquito control plays in the 
local community.  Our classroom programs are conducted in collaboration with classroom teachers. 

Programs are designed for grades five, seven, and high school chemistry and biology classes and 
support Florida’s Sunshine State Standards in a variety of areas. Films, readings, slide/Powerpoint 

programs, discussions, art activities and lab experiences are utilized to teach the objectives of each 
five-day unit. These hands-on learning experiences are being offered county-wide to public and 

private schools.  Students learn to identify different kinds of mosquitoes, their habitats and life cy-

cles, and are familiarized with the techniques currently being used to control mosquitoes. Our pub-
lic school outreach program reached approximately 10,000 students in over 350 classes for grade 

five, seventh grade science, and high school biology and chemistry classes. Each class participated 
in a week-long (5 periods) environmental science interdisciplinary unit relating the biology and 

ecology of mosquitoes to their disease carrying behavior and resulting human impacts and re-

sponses. In addition, instructors are active with local, state and national committees devoted to 
mosquito control and environmental education.  

 

Environmental 

Resource  
Teachers 

 
Brian Murphy 

 

Eric Jackson 
 

 
 

 
Florida  

Gulf Coast  

University 
Instructor 

 
Neil Wilkinson 
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The Kindergarten Mosquito Program was 

presented to 15 elementary schools with 94 
classrooms participating which is roughly 

1,700 students.  
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FGCU Mosquito Interns:  Adam Pottruck, 

Sabina Perri, Kelly Walsh, Jilian Meek and,  
Public Educator, Eric Jackson 

The Aquatic Systems/Mosquito Education 
Program presented a display at the first an-
nual Stemtastic Showcase at the Lee County 
School Dist. Public Education Center. Ap-
proximately four-hundred members of the 
public attended to see innovative ideas and 
topics related to science, technology, engi-
neering and math as presented by local edu-
cation agencies and industries in their re-
spective fields.  The Mosquito Education 
Booth displayed aquatic critters that eat 
mosquito larvae and various activities for 
students and parents to complete. 
 
Some of the highlights include creating bot-
tle breeders, making mosquito life cycle 
wheels and creating models of mosquitoes.  
There were quite a few kids flying their new-
ly made mosquitoes from booth to booth 
throughout the day. 

Aquatic  
Systems— 
Mosquito Ed-
ucation 

The Aquatic Systems/Mosquito Education 
(AS/ME) intern program was initiated at 
Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) in 
2008. The Lee County Mosquito Control 
District has continued to support this valu-
able program. Students are able to earn 
Service Learning hours needed for FGCU 
graduation. In addition to assisting with 
classroom teaching, collecting specimens 
for lab work, and production of materials 
for student use; several interns have been 
able to cover elementary classes while our 
resource instructors were attending pro-
fessional meetings. Interns play a critical 
role in the Kindergarten science readiness 
curriculum offered. One intern was hired 
to teach Aquatic Systems, several interns 
have been hired to teach in the Lee Coun-
ty School System and in 2011 an intern 
found employment teaching mosquito bi-
ology and control for Anastasia Mosquito 
Control District. 
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New 
Employees 

Rita Maiss  was hired 
3/21/11. 
 
She will serve as a 
rotorcraft and fixed 

wing pilot. 

Dewey Shelton, Jr. 
was hired 3/28/11.  

 
He will serve as a 

Transport  

Operator. 
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Retired 
Employees 

Louise Campion started work for the 
District on May 5, 1986.  
 
After serving over 24 years as an Expe-
ditor, Louise retired on March 31, 2011. 

After retiring from the US Forestry  
Division, Scott Bates was hired as a  
fixed wing and rotorcraft pilot on  
August 16, 2004. He decided to retire from 
mosquito control on April 30, 2011. We are sure 
Scott will not be  retiring from playing Bluegrass 
music though. 
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Retired 
Employees 

Robert A. Harper started 
working for the District on  
November 26, 1979.  After 
working nearly 21 years 
as an aviation mechanic, 
he retired July 31, 2011.  

Jeffrey Zentz was hired  
August 12, 2002 to work in Facili-
ty Maintenance.  Jeff later trans-
ferred to serve as Supervisor of 
Lawn Maintenance.  
 
Jeff retired June 30, 2011 and 
has moved a cooler climate. 
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New Safety Device:  The District purchased a new GPS Tracking Device for 
each pilot called SPOT.  This device sends  a position report via satellite every 
ten minutes while it is in service.  The location data is stored on a web site 
that can be accessed by Lee County Mosquito Control District managers to 
determine the last known location of each pilot in the field on a given day.  
The tracking feature of these GPS units allows us to know the last location of 
each pilot/aircraft should a problem develop and the pilot does not have the 
time or the ability to make a radio or cell phone call. 
 
Another feature is the ability to send a message requesting assistance.  With 
the press of a button, a message is initiated by the pilot and will be transmit-
ted to 10 email/cell phones at the District.  The message contains a link that 
gives the location on Google Maps or Google Earth.   In the event of an acci-
dent or medical emergency, the device can be used to send a message (along 
with the location) to 911.   
 
The pilots are very appreciative of the District’s purchase of the SPOT GPS 
units and see it as a great safety feature.  Many of the areas we frequent are 
lacking in cell-phone coverage and something as simple as a dead battery 
can be a major communications issue. 

 
Newsworthy 
Event 
 
New 
Safety  
Device 

Tracking shows 4 helicopters working on Pine Island. 



10 

 

  
 
 

 
 

The Disease Surveillance Department has been us-
ing HA/HI testing while looking for St. Louis Enceph-
alitis (SLE), West Nile (WNV), and Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis (EEE), antibodies in our sentinel chick-
ens.  This is a very old test.  Over the years, it has 
been difficult to get some of the antigens to run this 
test.  The new test that other labs are now using is 
the ELISA Test.  ELISA stands for enzyme linked 
immunosorbent assay. This new test procedure pro-
duces same day results allowing for a rapid adult 
mosquito control response to prevent mosquito 
borne disease. 
 
Milton Sterling has received training from FGCU and 
the FDOH on how to perform this test.  The proto-
cols they use only test 6 to 12 chicken sera at a 
time.  Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito & Vector Control 
District in California uses a protocol that can test 90 
to 100 chicken sera at a time.  Mr. Sterling spent a 
week at Sac-Yolo learning this new protocol.  He 
started doing the new testing in July. The average 
test  costs $5.46/sample. 

Former HA/HI testing 

Milton Sterling mastering ELISA test 

Newsworthy Events 
Disease Surveillance 
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Lee County Mosquito Control District 

employees provided 3 of the 4  
covers for Wing Beats magazine in 

2011.  
 

Hana Nardi, who worked as an intern 

for Neil Wilkinson at Florida Gulf 
Coast University, provided the  

drawings for the cover of the  
Summer Edition. 

 
Sandy Gross contributed the photo 

of two mosquitoes with a blue back-

ground for the Fall Edition.  
 

Katie Heggemeier contributed the 
photo of newly emerged Aedes 
taeniorhynchus for the Winter  

Edition. 

Newsworthy 
Events 
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Newsworthy 
Events 

The Florida Statues that created the Lee County Mosquito Control District stipulated 
that there would be seven sub-districts within Lee County. It also went on to say that 
the sub-districts should be as nearly equal in population numbers as possible and 
that the sub-districts should be updated with each decadal census, or every ten 
years. Other statutes or court rulings make clear that each district should, as far as 
possible, be compact,  follow prominent census geographical and physical features, 
limit splitting existing neighborhoods and retain existing boundary lines. 
 
The latest census figures from 2010 and the previously existing boundaries maps 
were the basis for the newest map. An online redistricting program that was created 
by the Florida House of Representatives was used to set the new commission bound-
aries. Each one of the seven sub-districts grew on average by 15,000 persons from 
an average of 62,000 persons per sub-division to over 87,000 persons. 
 
The sub-district that grew the most was District Seven, which is comprised of East 
Cape Coral, Iona, Punta Rassa, Gulf Harbor and Harlem Heights. The map below was 
adopted by the Lee County Mosquito Control District Board of Commissioners for 
2011 through 2021. 

Total 
Population 

611,052 
 
 

Mean 
Population 

87,293 

Redistricting 
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Newsworthy  
Events 

Leadership 
Tours 

Leadership programs have seminars and site visits to expose and educate current and 

emerging leaders to the issues facing Southwest Florida. The Leadership groups are provid-
ed information and a tour of Lee County Mosquito Control District headquarters and labora-

tories to help familiarize these leaders of the challenges of controlling mosquitoes. Lee 
County Mosquito Control District is proud to participate in these valuable programs. 

Alabama and South Carolina enjoyed relatively mild 

arboviral disease threats in 2011. However, there 
was a focus of high West Nile virus activity that ex-

tended along the coast from Savannah, GA to Jack-
sonville, FL. Nine cases of West Nile fever/

encephalitis were reported in Savannah, 2 in Bruns-

wick, GA and 20 from Jacksonville, FL. Collectively, 
Florida and Georgia reported 5 fatalities attributed to 

West Nile virus. An additional fatality was reported 
from Alabama. Dengue fever which has been promi-

nent in Key West, FL in recent years, was not report-
ed in that community in 2011. Somewhat surprising-

ly however, is the fact that seven locally acquired 

cases of Dengue were reported from four other 
counties in Florida: three in Miami-Dade, two in Palm 

Beach, and one each in Hillsborough and Martin 
Counties. The periodic appearance of these viruses 

reinforces the need for continued mosquito surveil-

lance and testing to reduce the impact of arboviral 
diseases. 

West Nile Virus 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thegrowthcoach-swflorida.com/dynamicdata/data/docs/Cape_Coral_Chamber.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thegrowthcoach-swflorida.com/WebLinks.asp&usg=__ciEQHcKfg-1qeVk5FqHv_rr8eQc=&h=155&w=459&sz=93&hl=en&start=10&zo
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Building  
Project 

Lee County Mosquito Control District Administration & Operations 
 

The T. Wayne Miller, Jr. Administration Building, indicated with a red dot, was 
completed in 1968. The two story building required major renovations to be 

brought up to current building codes.  The Administrative offices were relocated in 

the new Administration complex which is indicated with a green dot. 
 

Operations and Aviation Management were housed in recycled modular units that 
were given to LCMCD by Florida Gulf Coast University in December 2003, indicated 

by blue dots. These offices were relocated in the new Administrative Complex indi-
cated by the green dot. 

The Lee County Mosquito Control District completed the construction phase of the new Ad-

ministration complex by the end of the year. Many buildings that were not up to code and 
in need of major repair were placed in the new unified office building. In the current econo-

my, it was more economical to build 1 new than to remodel 5 separate buildings. 
 

Moving employees to a unified office allows the sharing of institutional knowledge and ex-

perience to be shared with new and developing staff. It allows employees with new skills 
and education to help more seasoned employees. Employee knowledge, especially in the 

use of technology, can become quickly dated in a remote office where there is limited inter-
action with other staff.  
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Building  
Project 

1
1

Former Operations’ Offices 

Former Aviation Management Office 

The Aviation Management Office and the Operations Offices were modular class rooms do-

nated by Florida Gulf Coast University to Lee County Mosquito Control District in 2003.  The 
units could not be economically renovated. 
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Building  
Project Mosquito Laboratories 

 
This building was given to Lee County 

Mosquito Control District by Lee Memo-
rial Health System. It was a metal 

building taken apart from the US 41 

hospital campus near Ft. Myers High 
School and reconstructed at Lee County 

Mosquito Control District headquarters. 
The building has long served it’s useful-

ness and it had to be replaced due to 
significant deterioration of the building. 

It is marked with the red dot. The lab 

was relocated to a new laboratory 
building marked with a blue dot. 

Hyacinth Laboratories 

The Lee County Hyacinth Control District laboratories had significant repairs 
and upgrades needed. Instead, the laboratories were moved into the new 

building with Lee County Mosquito Control District. 

Former Mosquito Control Laboratory 

1

1


